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COLORADO KIDS’ LIFELINE – PROPOSITION 103  
   Proposition 103, the school funding plan, has to be one of the more unusual ones to be brought before Colorado voters in a very long time. The way it has been promoted – a tax increase – in the present state of the economy, may have set it up to fail. But, sometimes, just sometimes, voters do surprise taxpayers and do the right thing. 

   “Raising taxes” is a lousy way of framing Proposition 103. The idea itself, regardless of the purpose, is just so objectionable to voters, but cuts in the state budget have been the order of the day for the last few years, and are projected to be the case again in 2012. 

   Missing in this monumental undertaking is Governor Hickenlooper. During his tenure as Denver’s Mayor, it seemed the man had the midas touch in getting one tax increase after another passed. Some people, politician and not, have a way that makes the very objectionable issue palatable. It is difficult to imagine that in his heart the Governor opposes Proposition 103, but citizens paying attention must remember that during his campaign for Governor, Hickenlooper said he would not seek a tax increase during his first year in office. An elected official keeping his word once in office, imagine that! 

   Far too much of the attempts at persuasion on Proposition 103 emphasize the tax increase. Even the front page of the blue book does that “under the requirements of the Taxpayers Bill of Rights.” 

   Would any decent human being refuse to throw a lifeline to a sinking child. Not likely would be the response from most people, but Colorado’s children in many areas are studying with books that are horrendously old and out of date, are behind the rest of the world in technology and attending schools that are in terrible disrepair.  

   Proposition 103 should have been presented as a lifeline for kids from day one, and driven home emphatically as a change in tax rates for five years only (2012-2016), NOT a permanent increase, which gives the economic recovery a fighting chance. The way it has been presented is a “tax increase’ – that’s all people hear. 
   The change in taxes, personal and corporate tax is .4 percent (four tenths of one percent), and .1 percent (one tenth of one percent) in the sales tax.  An individual making $50,000.00 would pay an additional $200.00 in income tax and a dime more on an item selling for $100.00. 

   Legislators past and present have only themselves to blame for the cynicism of voters who question whether or not the funding can be restricted to only education. Too often, legislators, returning and newly elected, set about finding a way around decisions made by voters on the November ballot – Colorado has a long history of just such “stunts” by the legislature. Vouchers voted down statewide by voters are a good example. 

    Maybe it would be a good idea to make Proposition 103 a test case.  The measure is written with language that specifically requires the state legislature to use all the funds raised by Proposition 103 “only for the cost of public education,” (K-12 and for public colleges and universities). 
   Proposition 103 is a lifeline for Colorado’s kids and should be passed, and the first legislator introducing an end run around voters’ wishes should be shamed out of the General Assembly!

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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